


“F 


a we eS VF 


a Fe 














Che Sia School Emes 


Copyright, 1956, by The ey School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
ct of March 3, 1879. Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published waalty by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N 


. 13th St., Phila. 5,Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, August 18, 1956 


Volume Ninety-eight, No. 33 


$3.00 ye , in clubs, $2.50 
page 663 





Lesson for September 2 in this issue 


Lesson 10.—The Royal Law of Love. 
Luke 6:27-31; 10:30-37; James 2. 





Notes on Open Letters: 
Pray for the Nation ........... .. 650 
Why Are Italics Used in the Bible? 650 
Camoufilaging the Indelible Line. IL By 


Randall E. Burchett .. 651 
Their Joyous Service. By Grace w. Win- 

Dt  dcnehuaehwadee lh vakrd dbdesdeseanee 652 
A Picture by Lawrence Saint ; sebsccns. 
Touring to Hawaii With Fellow Christians 653 
International Uniform Lesson ‘ 654-660 
Children—Carol and the Storm. By Ruth 

ris dieds setdda eucunaeuanmeadan 
With the New Books . ; ss 
Illustration Contributor Called Home 663 
C.E. Topic. By John W. Lane, Jr. ; 663 
Family Worship. By E. M. Wadsworth, DD. 664 

we 


Then | Remembered Him 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


ETWEEN the interludes of pain— 
and pain— 
That made my eyes with sudden tear- 
drops brim, 
I prayed for courage—but I prayed in 
vain. 
Then I remembered Him. 


Then I remembered Jesus Christ, who 
went 
The long, long road, alone, to Calvary; 
I saw the suffering Saviour, stricken, 
spent— 
And knew it was for me. 


I thought of all the shamefulness of 


heart, 
The human heart, that shrinks from 
any loss, 
From any pain. I felt fresh teardrops 
start— 


But these were for the cross: 


These were for Him. What selfish tears 
dare fall, 
What heart dare say that it has sacri- 
ficed? 
There is no human suffering at all— 
When one remembers Christ. 


w 
Philip Henry's Family Worship 


At the heart of every Christian 
home should be daily family worship. 
Matthew Henry tells how his father con- 
ducted it: “The chapter or psalm be- 
ing read and expounded, he required 





from his children some account of what 
they could remember of it; and some- 
times would discourse with them plainly 
and familiarly about it, that he might 
lead them into an acquaintance with it; 
and, if it might be, impress something 
of it upon their hearts. He then prayed, 
and always kneeling, which he looked 
upon as the fittest and most proper ges- 
ture for prayer; and he took care that 
his family should address themselves 
to the duty, with the outward expres- 
sions of reverence and composedness. 
He usually fetched his matter and ex- 
pressions in prayer, from the chapter 
that was read, and the psalm that was 
sung, which was often very affecting, 
and helped much to stir up and excite 
praying graces. ... In family prayer he 
was usually most full in giving thanks 
for family blessings. Very particular 
he would sometimes be in prayer for 
his family; if any were absent, they were 
sure to have an express petition put up 
for them. He used to observe, concern- 
ing Job 1:5, that he offered burnt-offer- 
ings for his children, according to the 
number of them all, an offering for each 
child; and so would he sometimes in 
praying for his children, put up a peti- 
tion for each child. He always observed, 
at the annual return of the birthday 
of each of his children, to bless God 
for his mercy to him and his wife in that 
child; the giving of it, the continuance 
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of it, the comfort they had in it, etc., 
with some special request to Gad for 
that child. Every servant and sojourner, 
at their coming into his family, and 
their going out, besides the daily re- 
membrances of them, had a particular 
petition put up for them, according as 
their circumstances were. The strangers, 
that were at any time within his gates, 
he was wont particularly to recommend 
to God in prayer, with much affection, 
and Christian concern for them and 
their concernments. Particularly 
providences concerning the country, as 
to health or sickness, good or bad 
weather, or the like, he commonly took 
notice of in prayer, as there was oeca- 
sion; and would often beg of God to 
fit us for the next providence, whatever 
it might be. Nor did he ever forget 
to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 

. He always concluded family prayer, 
both morning and evening, with a 
solemn benediction, after the doxology; 
—The blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be with us, etc. Thus did he daily 
bless his household.” Good reasons for 
having family worship far outweigh the 
many excuses for omitting it, and its 
blessings are very far-reaching even 
from one generation to the next. When 
a Christian father and mother deter- 
mine, by the grace of God, to have it 
each day, it can be done. 


x, 


|. Earthly Care, a Heavenly Discipline 


By Harriet Beecher Stowe 


OTHING is more frequently felt 
N and spoken of, as a hindrance to 
the inward life of devotion, than 
the “cares of life’; and even upon the 
showing of our Lord Himself, the cares 
of the world are the thorns that choke 
the word, and render it unfruitful. 
And yet, if this is a necessary and 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Let not your heart be troubled: 
«ye believe in God, believe also in 
me” (John 14:1). 




















inevitable result of worldly cares, why 
does the Providence, of God so order 
things that they form so large and un- 
avoidable a part of every human experi- 
ence? Why is the physical system of 
man framed with such daily, oft-return- 
ing wants? Why has God arranged an 
outward system, which is a constant 
diversion from the inward—a weight on 
its wheels—a burden on its wings—and 
then commanded a strict and rigid in- 
wardness and spirituality? Why has He 
placed us where the things that are seen 
and temporal must unavoidably have 
so much of our thoughts, and time, and 
care, and yet told us, “Set your affec- 








650 (2) ’ 


tion on things above, not on things on 
the earth”; “Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world”? And 
why does one of our brightest examples 
of Christian experience, as it should be, 
say, “While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal’? 

~ The Bible tells us that our whole ex- 
istence here is disciplinary; that this 
whole physical system, by which our 
spirit is connected with all the joys and 
sorrows, hopes and fears, and . wants 
which form a part of it, is designed as 
an education to fit the soul for its im- 
mortality. Hence as worldly care forms 
the greater ‘part of the staple of every 
human life, there must be some mode 
of viewing and meeting it, which con- 
verts it from an enemy of spirituality 
into a means of grace and spiritual ad- 
vancement. 

Why, then, do we so often hear the 
lamentation, “It seems to me as if I could 
advance to the higher stages of Chris- 
tian life, if it were not for the pressure 
of my business, and the multitude of my 
worldly cares”? Is it not God, O Chris- 
tian! who, in His providence, has laid 
these cares upon thee, and who still 
holds them about thee, and permits no 
escape from them? If God’s great un- 
divided object is thy spiritual improve- 
ment, is there not some misapprehen- 
sion or wrong use of these cares, if they 
do not tend to advance it? Is it not 
even as if a scholar should say, I could 


advance in science were it not for all. 


the time and care which lessons, and 
books, and lectures require? 

How, then, shall earthly care become 
‘heavenly discipline? How shall the dis- 
position of the weight be altered so as 
to press the spirit upward toward God, 
instead of downward and away? How 
shall the pillar of cloud which rises be- 
tween us and Him become one of fire, 
to reflect upon us constantly the light of 
His countenance, and to guide us over 
the sands of life’s desert? 

It appears to us that the great radical 
difficulty lies in a wrong belief. There 
is not a genuine and real belief of the 
presence and agency of God in the minor 
events and details of life, which is nec- 
essary to change them from secular 
cares into spiritual blessings. 

It is true there is much loose talk about 
an overruling Providence; and yet, if 
fairly stated, the belief of a great many 
Christians might be thus expressed: 
God has organized and set in operation 


certain general laws of matter and mind, ° 


which work out the particular results 
of life, and over these laws He exercises 
a general supervision and care, so that 
all the great affairs of the world are 
carried on after the counsel of His own 
will; and, in a certain general sense, 
all things are working together for good 
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to those that love God. But when some 
simple-minded, childlike Christian really 
proceeds to refer all»the smaller events 
of life to God’s immediate care and 
agency, there is a smile of incredulity; 
and it is thought that the good brother 
displays more Christian feeling than 
sound philosophy. 

But as the life of every individual 
is made up of fractions and minute atoms 
—as those things which go to affect 
habits and character are small, and 
hourly recurring, it comes to pass, that 
a belief in Providence so very wide and 
general is altogether inefficient for con- 
secrating and rendering sacred the great 
body of what comes in contact with the 
mind in the experience of life. Only 
once in years does the Christian, with 
this kind of belief, hear the voice of 
the Lord speaking to him. When the 
hand of death is laid on his child, or 
the bolt strikes down the brother by his 
side, then, indeed, he feels that God is 
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drawing near; he listens humbly for the 
inward voice that shall explain the 
meaning and need of this discipline. 
When, by some unforeseen occurrence, 
the whole of his earthly property is 
swept away; and he becomes a poor man, 
this event, in his eyes, assumes sufficient 
magnitude to have come from God, and 
to have a design and meaning; but when 
smaller comforts are removed, smaller 
losses are encountered, and the petty, 
everyday vexations and annoyances of 
life press about him, he recognizes no 
God, and hears no voice, and sees no 
design. Hence John Newton says, “Many 
Christians, who bear the loss of a child, 
or the destruction of all their property, 
with the most heroic Christian fortitude, 
are entirely vanquished and overcome 
by the breaking of a dish, or the blun- 
ders of a servant, and show so unchris- 
tian a spirit that we cannot but wonder 
at them.” 
(To be continued) 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Pray for the Nation 


Thanks for your editorial, “The Still- 
ness of Trust,” in the issue of -June 
30th. A warning that I needed. How- 
ever, my reaction has not been what 
you describe—as yet. Rather the con- 
viction comes over me that I, and 
probably many other Christians, have 
not been as faithful in prayer and 
witnessing as we should or the present 
moral condition of our people would 
not be as it is. Also the “awful state 
of the world,” and especially of our 
own land, gives ‘me an impetus to 
prayer. 

Although we know that the Lord 
has prophesied these things for the 
last days, we still do not believe that 
this gives us a valid excuse for not 
praying and witnessing. 

Truly no one needs prayer more 
than does the President of the US. 
today, as well as all rulers—An Ore- 
gon reader. 

The Editor appreciates this good word 
about the recent editorial note. He 
hastens to say that he did not intend to 
minimize the value of prayer, and heart- 
ily agrees that we should pray for our 
nation. In the short space given to the 
editorial notes hardly more-‘than one 
subject can be treated, and even that 
not exhaustively. The aim of the note 
in question was to help believers not to 
be too anxious about the sad and sinis- 
ter things that are happening all around 
us, and to encourage them to trust God 
to carry out His plans for this world. 

It is indeed true that President Eisen- 
hower needs our prayers, and doubtless 
many were praying for his recovery in 
his two serious illnesses. It would be 
well if more Christians, like the Ore- 
gon reader, were convicted of faithle%s- 
ness in prayerand felt a personal responsi- 
bility for taking the burdens of our 


nation’s leaders to the Throne of Grace. 
The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: “I 
exhort therefore, that, first of all, sup- 
plications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in author- 
ity; that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour” (1 Tim. 2:1-3). 


Why Are Italics Used 
in the Bible? 


In your explanation of the second 
verse [Heb. 1:2] of S.S. lesson for 
July 8 (by J. C. Macaulay, D.D.) you 
say, “The lack of an article in the 
Greek here indicates one who in His 
very nature is Son, not simply one 
of many sons.” 

I would appreciate further explana- 
tion about this, particularly about 
“article” and about “the lack of an 
article in the Greek here.” 

The K. J. Bible has the word “his” 
in italics, but I am not sure what this 
means. In the preface of the Bible 
the explanation for words in italics 
seems to indicate that it means those 
used by Jesus Himself, as red letter 
words in some Bibles; but some peo- 
ple claim that it refers to the manu- 
script not being clear or complete.— 
An Ohio reader. 


Dr. Macaulay’s meaning was that in 


the Greek thtre is no modifier (either | 


article or pronoun) of the word “Son”; 
and that, as he said, this is an added 
proof that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God in a unique sense, not one 
of many, sons. Here the Companion 
Bible comments, “No article, but its ab- 
sence only ‘more emphatically and defi- 


(Continued on page 663) 
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|. Camouflaging the Indelible Line 


A warning from a layman to laymen 





ITH the beginning of the 

V V human race God established an 

indelible line of demarcation 
between ‘truth and error. A thing can- 
not. be both true and false. Inasmuch 
as it was the hand of God that drew 
the line between those two obvious op- 
posites, it is stwange indeed that any 
hand of man would endeavor to obscure 
the marking of separation. 

The justness of God makes it evident 
that this line is—indeed must be— 
within the possible perception of human 
intelligence. This separation involves 
and includes all thought and action of 
mankind, not excepting the processes of 
these faculties as related to truth and 
error. 

Man has not been able to erase this 
demarcation which is of God. Today 
there is evidence that discloses a school 
of thought that has become either the 
conscious tool or the inadvertent instru- 
ment of the Archenemy of the souls of 
men in an active, if not new, attack 
on the indelible line. Whatever the mo- 
tivation of this school of writers and 
speakers, they are attempting to camou- 
flage God’s eternal and indelible line of 
demarcation—the definite, clear, and un- 
mistakable distinction between that 
which is of God and that which opposes 

Mainly, the camouflage itself is verbi- 
age. The adroit use of many words 
is the method these thinkers use to 
confuse their readers or hearers. 

Recently a friend told me of listen- 
ing to one of these who evidently was 
covering truth with confusion and in- 
jecting error into the mind. My friend 
said, “I don’t know exactly what she 
meant, but it did sound as though she 
was taking a very fair-minded position.” 
And so the listeners were to accept spir- 
itual venom and ask no questions. 


A Weapon of Brilliant Minds 

It is a tragic fact that this practice of 
camouflage is a weapon of brilliant 
minds among certain religious leaders. 
Furthermore, they are assisted most 
ably by leaders in other fields of hu- 
man endeavor. Consider long and care- 
fully the words of Julian Huxley in his 
book: “UNESCO: Its Purpose and Its 
Philosophy,” as published by Public 
Affairs Press of Washington, D. C. He 
writes: “... and the time will doubt- 
less,come when we shall be able to be 
more precise and say that a particular 
sub-type of asthenic is definitely prone 
to an over-rigid moralizing, depending 
on an exaggerated guilt-complex com- 
bined with a tendency to introversion, 
and therefore that men of this type 





When Mr. Burchett, a banker, sent 
this article to the Times he wrote: 
“A few days ago my attention was 
called to an article in a newspaper 
which brought out certain contro- 
versy ... concerning the unscrip- 
tural views of one of today’s Mod- 
ernists. I belong to a church with 
a membership of about fifteen hun- 
dred, and try to teach a class which 
has an enrollment of about one hun- 
dred adults. The issue was put be- 
fore me and I was glad to attempt 
to discuss it. The article is the 
result of many hours of study nec- 
essary to my wish to make a proper 
presentation to my class. ... To me 
the Times stands like a firm wall 
against the flood of unsound litera- 
ture which menaces our homes. In 
the past years I have given num- 
bers of subscriptions to various per- 
sons, because I feel this is as truly 
a Christian work as anything I can 
do.” The Editors are grateful for Mr. 
Burchett’s appreciation of the Times 
and his desire to lead others to see 
its value and become subscribers. 








should not be allowed to’do whet they 
are likely to be itching for, namely, to 
be arbiters of morals or in any way 
responsible for the punishment of of- 
fenders” (p. 20). 

Not only is the foregoing a master- 
piece of verbosity, but also it discloses 
something of the intent within the mind 
of this man who was the first elected 
Director General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. Though astounding, it 
yet is clear that he would make a special 
target of preachers and laymen who 
know truth, It is not clear to what 
extremes he might go in suppression or 
oppression—or both. 


But religious syncretism allows such 
attacks to go unchallenged by those re- 
ligious leaders who advocate an unstable 
form of unity, and who themselves are 
even more effective in camouflaging the 
indelible line—God’s demarcation. 


To bring this into focus, let us begin 
by scanning two different methods being 
used in camouflaging the need for be- 
lief in the Virgin Birth of Christ. 


First, there are those who, with an 
absurd nonchalance, state that they see 
no difficulty in accepting the birth of 
Christ as a miracle, but at the same time 
they do not consider this view neces- 
sary to salvation! Here is the danger 
of a compromise that points the way to 
the damnation of souls without number. 


By RANDALL E. BURCHETT 


Then there are those who bluntly state 
that intelligence requires that we admit 
that Jesus was an illegitimate son of 
Mary.~ (I cannot help but wonder how 
these teachers will feel when one day 
they stand face to face with the only 
begotten Son of God!) Of this group 
there are those who would make Jesus 
the son of some mythical individual who 
is the product of their imagination. 
Others state that Jesus was the actual 
son of Joseph. 

It is of course the purpose of this arti- 
cle to point out the ever-increasing con- 
fusion of thought being cultivated at 
this hour of history. Therefore, a dis- 
cussion of the Virgin Birth cannot be 
entered into just here, but conscience 
demands that a brief exposure of error 
in this matter be brought out immedi- 
ately. 


Using Logic 

Since the exponents of the first men- 
tioned part of this charge against the 
virginity of Mary use logic as their 
premise, let us use logic in our exposé. 
Why should we accept a completely un- 
supported theory conjured up in some- 
one’s mind almost two thousand years 
after the Virgin Birth occurred, and re- 
ject the record of worthy men who were 
contemporaries of the Christ? Dr. Luke 
was a learned man. 

Or, in the case of those who state 
that Joseph was the actual father of 
Jesus, how can they ignore the Scrip- 
ture'that refers to Coniah (or Jeconiah), 
who was an ancestor of Joseph? Refer- 
ring to Coniah, Jeremiah 22:30 records: 
“. .. for no man of his seed shall pros- 
per, sitting upon the throne of David 
...” Jesus could never be the Messiah 
if He were the actual son of Joseph. 

Obviously, those who take the latter 
position are guilty of ignorance of the 
Scriptures or of intellectual dishonesty. 
Either category certainly disqualifies 
them as being worthy of a hearing con- 
cerning the virgin birth of our Lord 
and Saviour. 

At the beginning of this article it was 
pointed out that the natural man ed- 
deavors to hide that line which God 
established to enable His children to 
walk within the way that is pleasing 
to Him. The term “natural man” was 
not used by accident. 

Paul, as we know, sees three distinct 
stages possible to mankind: the unre- 
generate or natural man; the carnal 
man who has experienced regeneration 
but lives far below his privileges; and 
that third state, the spiritual man or the 
Christian who is experiencing and wit- 
nessing to a life largely pleasing to ‘God. 
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The fact that a man or woman holds 
a high position in a denomination does 
not necessarily mean that he or she has 
experienced the new birth. While this 
fact is nothing new, it is one that too 
often is lost sight of. A few of Chris- 
tendom’s great ministers record that 
they labored under the illusion that they 
were Christians for a period of many 
years before they were awakened to 
the fact that actually they had not been 
born again. The Reader’s Digest pub- 
lished a vivid article by Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek which is an illustration of this 
very point in her case. 

As Christians, we would do well to 
alert each other on the danger of ac- 
cepting the words or the person of re- 
ligious leaders without submitting them 
to the Bible test that we “try the spirits” 


Their Joyous Service 
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(1 John 4:1). Shall we forget, too, that 
we are warned of wolves in sheep’s 
clothing? 

We of course cannot sit in judgment 
on a fellow man as concerning his posi- 
tion in personal regeneration. Never- 
theless, when any individual makes a 
statement which is meant to be dis- 
paraging to Christ, then those who love 
Christ must sit in judgment on the 
statement made. The statement pre- 
cludes any right of fellowship with 
them. 

Reading certain writers and listening 
to some on the air waves brings the 
strong suspicion that they suffer a 
“strong delusion” somewhere in their 
thinking. 

(To be continued) 


Three men who served heartily, as unto the Lord, in Belgium 


HREE men have recently died who 

furnish a striking example of the 
way in which the Holy Spirit is working 
in Europe today. Their lives had one 
thing in common—a deep attachment to 
the Christ of the Bible, who called forth 
their fullest allegiance. What each man 
contributed to the building up of the 
church in Belgium, we shall briefly de- 
scribe. : _ 

In 1918, Remy Meersman was one of 
an impatient crowd of young Belgians 
shut up in an internment camp in Hol- 
land. Often he dreamed of the day 
when he would run across the fields of 
Flanders and surprise the family. He 
would kiss each one three times on the 
cheeks and in the midst of universal re- 
joicing, they would all sit down to a 
feast. Not until then would he bring 
out the “treasure” which he had found 
in camp. 

They would be astonished to. see the 
Book—the Bible that had been banished 
from Flanders for so long. A copy had 
been given to him in prison, and he 
knew just the passages he would read 
aloud to them all. After that, he would 
tell the neighbors about the wonderful 
Gospel that had wrought such a change 
in his life. Remy could hardly wait. 

Peace came at last, and the Meersman 
family received their soldier son as he 
had hoped, but not his Book. They sent 
for the village priest who hurried over 
to warn about this Protestant heresy. 
He talked long hours, but Remy had 
not just “changed his religion,” as they 
called it. He knew that Christ had saved 
him and he could refer to the Bible on 
disputed points. When the town drunk- 
ard became soundly converted and peo- 
ple were crowding into the kitchen 
meetings to hear more, the big test came, 
Papa and Mama Meersman could en- 
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dure it no longer. They turned their 
son out of the house. No one else dared 
to let him have meetings in a home. 
What could he do now? Had his call to 
evangelize his own Flemish people been 
a mistake? . 

The sturdy young farmer was not pen- 
niless, for he still had some back pay 
from the army. He decided to buy land 
in the fields around Oostrosebeke and 
build a house. Thirty of his converts 
were meeting in his home, when Remy 
first heard of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion’s beginnings in Brussels. 

We can picture the delight of the 
American evangelist, Ralph C. Norton, 
who was then director of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission (the American address 
of which is 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 7), when he saw what the young 
Fleming had accomplished. He invited 
Remy to become a Bible colporter for 
the mission, using Oostrosebeke as a 
center of operations. On part of his 
land the mission erected a small chapel 
for regular services. 

Methodically this pioneer evangelist 
visited the big markets, to preach to the 
farmers in the open air and to answer 
their questions about the Scriptures. 
With Spirit-filled enthusiasm and unflag- 
ging zeal, he rode his bicycle from farm 
to farm and town to town. Every so 
often he would retrace his steps, calling 
on interested people and asking how 
they were getting along with their Bible 
reading. Little groups began to form, 
begging him to return often to tell them 
more about Jesus. 

To such groups the Belgian Gospel 
Mission sent a tent for a series of meet- 
ings. Remy Meersman was on hand to 
shepherd the converts and build them up 
in the faith, When a meeting place was 
found, he would turn them over to an- 
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other worker and go on to new local- 

ities. 

Because of this man’s zealous love for 
precious souls, there are churches to- 
day at Courtrai, Ichtegem, Couckelaere, 
Isegem, Mouscron, and still other centers. 
God’s faithful servant spent thirty-three 
years scattering the Seed in the fields 
of Flanders and had the joyous satisfac- 
tion of seeing the harvest before God 
called him Home. 

A generation after Mr. Meersman’s 
conversion in Holland, World War II 
swept another wave of Belgians across 
their frontiers. Uprooted from familiar 
surroundings, some were open to the 
Gospel. This was the case of a tall, 
young student named Raymond Van 
Assche who had to spend some time in 
a German prison camp. Someone gave 
him a Bible and he settled down to 
study it. (Let all Christians who have 
worked among men in the armed forces 
take courage from this account.) 

Raymond came back to Brussels at the 
end of the war, a changed lad. There 
were some difficult decisions to face, for 
his former friends did not find him so 
congenial. Instead of faltering, his de- 
termination grew to follow Christ at any 
cost. 

As university studies were out of the 
question, he went into business, but the 
Bible remained the passion of his heart. 
Eagerly he took the correspondence 
courses of the Brussels Bible Institute, 
and then went on to attend the Institute 
night school. 

All this while young Van Assche was 
witnessing to his acquaintances and 
preaching in open-air meetings on the 
public squares of Brussels. All the ac- 
tivities of the French church had his 
warm, intelligent support, so that he was 
asked to be an elder by men twice his 
age. He carried all these responsibilities 
with a deep spiritual concern. 

The problem of how to interest peo- 
ple in Bible study now engrossed him. 
When the Mission engaged him to help 
with the administration of the corre- 
spondence courses in his spare time, Ray- 
mond rearranged and greatly improved 
them. All this time he was yearning 
to be. better qualified to teach God’s 
Word. 

Finally, at great personal sacrifice, 
Van Assche gave up his position and 
moved his family to the south of France. 
He hoped to profit greatly from semi- 
nary studies, but a war ailment became 
so serious that he died at the age of 
thirty-five. 

Consecrating all he possessed to God’s 
service, Raymond Van Assche built upon 
the everlasting foundation which i 
Christ, gold, silver, precious stones, Hi 
memory and example still inspire the 
church where he was a member and a 
ruling elder. 

Arthur Bastyns, the third man in our 
series, manifested the same quality of 
joyous devotion, although he was a con- 
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vert of the eleventh hour. It was no 
fault of his that he heard the call so 
late in life that there was little time 
left to serve his Master. 

Like the centurion in the Bible, Mr. 
Bastyns was a man under authority, hav- 
ing men under him. He seemed to “be 
a successful, contented citizen and yet 
the cry of his heart could be summed up 
in Job’s words, “Oh that I knew where 
I might find him!” 

His wife, who shared his growing dis- 
Satisfaction with the Roman Catholic 
Church, relates the following incident: 

“One Sunday when we were kneel- 
ing together before all, the statues, God 
seemed so far away that I remember say- 
ing, ‘Isn’t there more to Christianity 
than this?’ He heard our desperate cry, 
and that very week a man came to the 
door selling Bibles. What a revelation 
from Heaven the Bible gave us!” 

Mr. Bastyns made extraordinary prog- 
ress in the things of God and delighted 
in asking people to come to his home to 
read the Scriptures. Several were con- 
verted and joined the church. Then on 
the insistence of his doctor because of 
a sericus heart condition, Mr. Bastyns 
sadly took leave of the Brussels French 
church. “We have to move out of the 
city to a quiet village,” he explained, 
“but that will give us new opportunities 
for witnessing.” 

As soon as they were settled in a little 
cottage, they put up a sign on the garden 
gate, ‘Home Emmanuel,” and waited for 
some question or comment from their 
tragically earth-bound neighbors. 

“That is a queer name, ‘Emmanuel,’” 
remarked one woman carelessly. 

“Oh, but it means, ‘God living with 
us,” exclaimed Madame _ Bastyns 
eagerly, “isn’t it wonderful that He 
wants to be near us, in our hearts?” 

There was no flicker of interest on 
her questioner’s face, and the other 
neighbors seemed equally unresponsive. 
It was very disappointing to the Bas- 
tyns. 

“For the believer, death is not an 
abode but a door of entrance,” wrote 
Arthur Bastyns to a friend. A short time 
after this, he himself stepped suddenly 
through that door into Emmanuel’s 
Land. 

At the grave, old business friends from 
Brussels and some of the village people 
listened to the widow’s brave testimony 
and to the pastor’s clear message of 
salvation. They were struck by the as- 
surance of salvation that gave hope of 
seeing the loved one again in Heaven, 
and they read the tracts and Gospels 
offered them by the widow. 

Months later we ‘learned that some 
of the village people had received the 
Saviour whom Arthur Bastyns served 
for so brief a time and yet so faithfully. 

God is at work in Europe today, draw- 
ing men to Himself by means of the 
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Bible and by the proclamation of the 
Gospel. May He call out many more 
whole-hearted men—pioneer evangelists, 
Bible teachers, and laymen to evangel- 
ize this needy continent. 


BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 


we 


“Abide With Us” 
A picture by Lawrence Saint 


R. LAWRENCE SAINT, father of 

Nate, one of the Ecuador martyrs, 
and of Phil, the Gospel chalk artist, is 
a well-known Christian artist and 
worker in stained glass. In the Na- 
tional Cathedral, Washington, D. C., one 
may see fifteen of his windows, includ- 
ing the North Transept Rose and the win- 
dows beneath it. Mr. Saint’s daughter, 
Rachel, is also a missionary in Ecuador 
with the Wycliffe Bible Translators. 

One of Mr. Saint’s paintings, called 
“Abide With Us,” and showing Christ 
standing with the two disciples outside 
the door of their home at Emmaus, has 
been reproduced in beautiful colors on 
a post card (5%x7 inches). It shows a 
light shining through the open -door, 
flowers in the foreground, sheep at a 
little distance beneath cypress frees, and 
a fine sunset. On the address side of 
the card is given the verse containing 
the title and the reference for the story 
(Luke 24:13-35). Mr. Saint has written 
an explanation of the painting, setting 
forth his aims in doing it and the spir- 
itual lessons of many details. 

The large colored post cards are suit- 
able for framing and ideal for awards 
for Bible memory work, attendance, etc., 
in Sunday school and Child Evangelism. 
Mr. Saint has done murals for churches 
in the Philadelphia area, and the orig- 
inal painting, “Abide With Us,” size 
51%x41% inches, is available for pur- 
chase as the Lord leads. It would be 
suitable for the wall of a church or 
Sunday school. Copies of the post card, 
including Mr. Saint’s description, may 
be obtained at 15c each, in lots of 25 for 
10c each, or $7 per 100 sent prepaid on 
receipt of cash, checks, or money orders. 
Orders should be sent to Mr. Lawrence 
Saint, Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 


w a 
Touring to Hawaii 


With Fellow Christians 


HE Sunpay Scuoot Trues has for 

many years conducted successful 
Christian Fellowship parties to Alaska 
for readers and friends. Requests have 
been increasing among those who have 
gone on these tours for a voyage to 
Hawaii, to experience the hospitality 
of the Islands and to see their thriving 
communities. A trip has been planned 
to meet this popular demand, from Sep- 
tember 26 to October 18, 
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Once again the tour will be under 
competent, friendly leadership, and with 
a congenial group of Christian people. 
It will take place during the ideal sea- 
son for travel in the Western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion 
and crowds and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. Tour- 
ists will see more, travel better, and pay 
less than on mid-winter and summer 
cruises to Hawaii. 

The most modern railroad transporta- 
tion will be used: the new vista dome 
North Coast Limited of the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad westbound to 
Seattle, and the Santa Fe’s Chief east- 
bound from Los Angeles. The outward 
trip over the Pacific will be made in a big 
DC-6B plane to Honolulu from Seattle; 
and the return voyage on the magnifi- 
cent S.S. Lurline, flagship of the Mat- 
son Navigation Company, from Hono- 
lulu to Los Angeles. 

The members of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour to Hawaii will live luxuriously 
in the Islands, part of the time at the 
Moana Hotel which occupies the best 
area on Waikiki Beach, and part at the 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel, one of the finest 
resort hotels in the world. The sight- 
seeing and educational program in Ha- 
waii is the finest that can be planned 
and includes comprehensive tours on the 
islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Hawaii, 

A full day in Seattle, Wash., is part 
of the plan. The party will be stopping 
at the fine Olympic Hotel, and there will 
be sight-seeing in this important West- 
ern city. The tour will take in Queen 
Anne Hill, the University of Washing- 
ton, Lakes Union and Washington, the 
Floating Bridge, and the residential and 
business areas. 

Two days will be spent in Los Angeles, 
the fabulous and fast-growing city in 
California, now the nation’s third largest. 
The Hotel Biltmore will be home for the 
travelers, with rooms and bath, and 
here again fine sight-seeing trips are 
part of the itinerary of the tour. West- 
lake Park, Wiltshire Boulevard, the Sun- 
set Strip, Beverly Hills homes, the Uni- 
versity of California, Bel-Air, Brentwood, 
the Riviera, and Santa Monica will be 
visited. The nation’s most beautiful and 
unique cemetery, Forest Lawn, will also 
be visited, particularly to see Jan Styka’s 
masterpiece, “The Crucifixion,” which is 
the world’s largest painting, 190 feet by 
45 feet. Also, the “Last Supper” window 
will be seen. Both of these sights will 
be long-remembered, inspiring experi- 
ences, 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Times, 
325 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5, will 
accompany the tour, and a card ad- 
dressed to him requesting an attractive 
illustrated folder will bring all details 
and costs of this tour. 


wg 


Come unto me...and I will give you 
rest.—Matt. 11:28. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 2. THE ROYAL LAW OF LOVE 


Luke 6:27-31; 10:30-37; James 2; printed text, James 2:1-13 


Golden Text.—My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 


Tue KInGc JAMES VERSION 

Jas. 2:1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 

2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold 
ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man 
in vile raiment; 

3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, 
and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to 
the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 

4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts? 

5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom 
which he hath promised to them that love him? 

6 But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress 


with respect of persons.—Jas. 2:1 


7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which 
ye are called? 

8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 

9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are 
convinced of the law as transgressors. 

10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all. 

11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, 
Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou 
kill, thou art become a transgressor of the. law. 

12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by 
the law of liberty. 

13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath 
shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious. Education. 








you, and draw you before the judgment seats? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

AMES is quite the most Jewish of all 
a the New Testament writers, yet his 

Greek is more nearly classical than 
any save Luke. This has led some to 
the conclusion that what we have is a 
Greek translation of an original Ara- 
maic, executed by an expert Greek 
scholar. But whether he wrote in Ara- 
maic or Greek, James has a vivid style 
which makes things stick. Who, having 
once read it, could ever forget the scene 
in a Hebrew Christian “synagogue” de- 
picted in today’s lesson? (Jas. 2:2, 3.) 
As other examples see 1:23-25; 2:15, 16; 
3:2-12; 5:1-3. His pictures are really 
compelling. 

With all this excellence of style, James 
is very much down to earth in his ap- 
plications. He is the practical Christian, 
Now if any man in the church might 
have been excused for surrounding him- 
self with an aura of mystery, it was 
James, the man who had lived under 
the same roof as Jesus for perhaps 
twenty or twenty-five years. Instead, 
he got down to brass tacks on such 
matters as not fawning on the rich, hold- 
ing your tongue, giving your piety 
hands and feet, and so on. 

In “The New International Commen- 
tary” (“Commentary on the Epistles of 
James and John,” Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50), 
Dr. Alexander Ross has called our at- 
tention to the many echoes of our Lord’s 
own teaching (especially the Sermon on 
the Mount) in this Epistle. This may 
seem strange, in view of the fact that, 


during His ministry, our Lord’s brothers 
did not believe on Him (John 7:5). At 
the same time, those years of living to- 
gether in the same family could not 
have gone without their effect. The 
practical teaching given in the Sermon 
on the Mount was no doubt often 
the subject of family conversation, and, 
despite prejudice and unbelief, much of 
it must have sunk down into the mind 
of James to spring up with new signifi- 
cance when he came to faith. In to- 
day’s lesson we have an echo of Mat- 
thew 5:3 in James 2:5, and an echo of 
Matthew .22:37-40 in 2:8. The whole 
atmosphere of the Epistle of James is 
reminiscent of our Lord’s own teaching. 


Verse by Verse 

Jas, 2:1—“. . . have not the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ . . . with respect 
of persons.” The faith of the Lord of 
Glory, who humbled Himself as a man 
without rank or possession, and favoring 
men on the basis of rank and wealth 
are utterly incompatible. “Respect of 
persons” means, literally, “accepting 
one’s face,” that is, treating one accord- 
ing to appearance. 

Verse 2.—“For if there come unto your 
assembly a man... in goodly apparel, 
and ...a poor man in vile raiment.” 
“Assembly” here is “synagogue.” James 
uses the term used by the Hebrews. See 
also Revelation 2:9. Here is a very 
practical test for any church. “Goodly” 
could be rendered “gorgeous.” 


Verse 3.—“And ye... say... Sit thou 


here ... and say to the poor, Stand thou 
there...” Note the different treatment 
of the two. In each case the “thou” is 


emphatic, as if to make the difference 
stand out. The phrase “in a good place” 


is an adverb in the Greek. and should 
read, “You be well seated here.” 


Verse 4.—“Are ye not then partial . . 
judges of evil thoughts?” Such behavior 
is culpable discrimination. In so acting 
we are setting ourselves up as judges, 
which we have no right to do. Not only 
so, but we are passing judgment, not 
on a basis of equity, but of partiality— 
judges with evil thoughts. 


Verse 5.—“, . . Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom . . .” God’s choice 
of the poor (see 1 Cor. 1:27-29) should 
give us pause in such judgments. Their 
very poverty casts them upon God, and 
is frequently the means of developing 
faith far beyond that of the rich. So 
the poor are often the aristocrats of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


Verse 6.—“But ye have despised the 
poor. Do not rich men oppress you 
... ?” See Proverbs 17:5. The poor 
are not usually the persecutors, unless 
they are used as the tools of the power- 
ful. Moreover, the rich had it in their 
power to influence judges. 


Verse 7.—“Do not they blaspheme that 
worthy name by the which ye are 
called?” Even in the days of His flesh 
they were the common people who heard 
Him gladly (Mark 12:37), while the in- 
fluential blasphemed Him (Matt. 9:34, 
and the like). The phrase, “name by 
the which ye are called,” is, literally, 
“name which was called upon you.” This 
may refer to their baptism. At any rate, 
from the time of that “invocation” they 
bore the name of the Lord Jesus, 

Verse 8.—“. . . the royal law .. . Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself .. ” 
It is all right to show deference to the 
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rich in obedience to the command of 
love, but in that case the same deference 
must be shown to the poor. 

Verse 9.—“But if ye have respect to 
persons ...are... transgressors.” The 
discrepancy in behavior to the rich and 
the poor proyes one’s guilt in breaking 
the royal law. . 

Verse 10.—“. . . the whole law .. . one 
point . .. guilty of all.” 
one, not a group of independent items. 
Breaking one link of a chain gives you 
a broken chain. So breaking the law of 
love breaks the whole Law. 

Verse 11.—“. . . commit no adultery 
. . . @ transgressor of the law.” One 
does not have to commit all the sins 
inéthe catalogue to be a transgressor. 
The breach of one command brings a 
man within that category. 

Verse 12.—“. .. ye... shall be judged 
by the law of liberty.” The law of love 
is the law of liberty, for it secures the 
whole Law without slavish bondage to 
any part. It is as men made free by 
love that we shall be judged. 

Verse 13.—“. judgment without 
mercy ...no mercy ... mercy rejoiceth 
against judgment.” See Matthew 7:2. 
Mercy is God’s delight (Mic. 7:18), but 
judgment is His strange work (Isa. 
28:21). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


James deals with some very practical 
matters, not only concerning the Chris- 
tian life of the individual, but also con- 
cerning church practices. In our les- 
son today he deals with a vice which 
should have no place in the church of 
Jesus Christ, but which, alas, is very 
often practiced, namely, respect of per- 
sons. He gives an example of this in. 
the form of a picture. Two men go to 
church; one a rich man with all the 
marks of wealth, thé other a poor man, 
likewise with all the marks of his’ pov- 
erty. The one is welcomed with extrava- 
gant cordiality and ushered to a seat of 
honor, while the other is assigned to 
standing room, or a seat on the floor. 
The sin of this is not simply in. the in- 
justice done, but in the fact that those 
who so act are taking it upon themselves 
to be judges, which they have no right 
to do, and moreover they exercise their 
judgment on the basis of inequalities. 
They judge according to the outward 
appearance. 

This is not only sin, but it is folly: 
In the first place it is a contradiction 
of the order of the Kingdom of God. God 
chooses the weak before the strong, the 
foolish before the wise, the poor be- 
fore the rich, for these are quicker to 
realize their need and to come with 
all meekness for the supply of their 
need, while the others are apt to be 
self-sufficient and very much bound to 
the things of this world. 


In the second place oppression gen- 
erally comes from the rich, not from the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. August 26.—Strength Through Trial. 
Matthew 4:1-11; James 1 
Next Week's Lesson 


11. September 9.—The Source of Hu- 
man Conflicts. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62; James 3 and 4 








poor, and these are they who speak ill 
of the blessed name which “the Chris- 
tians hold in reverence. There is some- 
thing peculiarly inappropriate, then, in 
making a fuss over the rich while de- 
spising the poor. 

The cure for this vice is an all-around 
application of the royal law, the law of 
love. Love and partiality just do not 
agree. Indeed, partiality is an actual 
transgression of the Law and puts one 
in the same category as the adulterer 
and the murderer. The duty of the 
Christian is to show mercy to all, re- 
membering that “with the same measure 
that ye mete withal it shall be measured 
to you again” (Luke 6: 38). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Partiality incompatible with church 
life (Jas. 2:1-4) 

2. Partiality incompatible with the order 
of the Kingdom of God (vs. 5-7) 

3. Partiality incompatible with the law 
of love (vs. 8-13) 


Topics for Development 

Equality. A number of years ago the 
pastor of a church in Washington, D. C., 
at a reception of new members, found 
himself faced with three persons who 
from the world’s point of view differed 
greatly. One was a Chinese laundry- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO are the two most nearly classi- 
cal Greek writers in the New Tes- 
tament? 

2. Is the writing of James predomi- 
nantly doctrinal or practical? 

3. What great sermon finds many 
echoes in the Epistle of James? 

4. What word does James use for the 
local church? 

5. What is James’ concern with respect 
to the faith of his brethren? 

6. What abuse does James describe as 
marring the true spirit of the church? 

7. What two echoes of the teaching 
of the Lord Jesus are found in today’s 
lesson? 

8. Against what law is partiality an 
offense? 

9. How many items of the Law does 
one have to disobey before becoming 
a transgressor? ‘ 

10. What is meant by the law of lib- 
erty? 

( Answers on page 660) 
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man, one a scrubwoman, the third was 
President of the United States. Notic- 
ing the situation, he paused to say to 
the congregation, “I want you to ob- 
serve that at the cross of Christ the 
ground is level.” We do not come to 
the cross as rich or poor, wise or foolish, 
noble or common. We come as sinners. 
We are not received into the family 
of God according to earthly ranks, but 
as sons of God, princes of the house- 
hold. The high man must take the low 
place, and the low man is equally ex- 
alted with the high. Here we should 
remember two verses from last week’s 
lesson, James 1:9, 10. This~ principle 
ought always to be observed in the 
church. There is no more place for 
rank and class in the church than there 
is at the cross. Let the church observe 
the order of the Kingdom of God and it 
will be blessed. Frequently the poor 
will bring a contribution of faith and 
spiritual gifts far beyond those of the 
rich man, 


Mercy. James 2:13 recalls the beauti- 
ful Shakespearean lines which may 
aptly be quoted here. They are put into 
the lips of Portia and are addressed to 
Shylock in “The Merchant of Venice.” 

The quality of.mercy is not strain'd; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 


Upon the place beneath: it is twice 
bless’d; 

It blesseth him that gives and him that 
takes: 


‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 

The thronéd monarch better than his 
crown; 

His sceptre shows the force of temporal 
power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty, 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of 
kings; 

But mercy is above this scepter’d sway,— 

It is enthronéd in the hearts of kings; 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest 


God's 

When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, 
Jew, 

Though justice be thy plea, consider 
this— 


That in the course of justice none of us 

Should see salvation: we do pray for 
mercy; 

And that same prayer doth teach us all 
to render 

The deeds of mercy... . 


Practical Applications 

We cannot be followers of the Lord 
of Glery who stooped to the cross and 
at the same time practice respect of 
persons (v. 1). 

The church is the meeting place of 
rich and poor in a common fellowship 
in which no distinctions can be made 
(vs. 2-4). 

What God hath chosen, let not man 
despise (v. 5). 

There have been great and humble 
Christians among the wealthy, but the 
record of the wealthy as a class is not 
such as to merit special favor in the 
church of Christ: (vs. 6, 7). 

Most people regard fawning on the 
rich as a pardonable infirmity, but God 











656 (8) 


regards it as a breach of the highest 
law—the law of love (vs. 8, 9). 


Golden Text 


Jas, 2:1—“My brethren, have not the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of gtory, with respect of persons.” Chris- 
tians are those who hold the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. That is funda- 
mental. Some things become that faith, 
and some things are unbecoming. © One 
of the most glaring incompatibles is re- 
spect of persons—treating men accord- 
ing to their wealth or earthly position. 
It is a blemish in any church, 

ELmMuursT, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By: Joseph Edwin Harris 
Sucecestep HyMNS 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“Rescue the Perishing”’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, with whom there is no re- 
spect of persons, we thank Thee for 
sending Thy Son to redeem all sorts and 
conditions of men, and that folk of every 
tribe and tongue and nation will peo- 
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ple Heaven. Make our love for men as 
wide as Thine. May we despise none 
for whom Christ died. Let thy Word 
today search us and show us where we 
fail in love for our fellows. Forgive us 
our past failure and cause us to partake 
of Thine all-embracing love till we can 
in truth. say the old-time religion makes 
us love everybody. Give wings to the 
Word of Life that it may speedily reach 
all the unevangelized. Bless with great 
fruitfulness the toil of those who give 
men the Gospel. Keep Thy hand upon 
the nations to restrain all that makes 
for strife and imperils peace. Show 
statesmen the right and wise way and 
give all leaders of men a prayerful de- 
pendence on Thee for wisdom and for 
courage to do the right. Above all, may 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as in Heaven, through Christ, 
our Lord, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The dictionary tells 
us a snob is a person who regards 
wealth or position rather than character. 
James calls it “respect of persons,” and 
he insists it does not fit in with Chris- 
tian faith and conduct. “Suppose,” he 
says, “one man comes into your meeting 
well dressed and with a gold ring on 


Why The “TROYAL? Law ? 
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his finger, and another man, obviously 
poor, arrives in shabby clothes. If you 
Pay special attention to the well-dressed 
man by saying, ‘Please sit here—it’s an 
excellent seat,’ and to the poor man, 
‘You stand over there please, or if you 
must sit, sit on the floor,’ doesn’t that 
prove that you are making class dis- 
tinctions? . . . a very bad thing” (Phil- 
lips). 

Years ago, Dr. A. C. Dixon called at 
the home of a deacon of the church and 
was kept waiting a while in the parlor. 
A workingman from the street came in 
just afterward and also had to wait with 
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the preacher., Dr. Dixon asked him if 
he were a Christian. “You've no use 
for me,” said the man. “You are look- 
ing for the well-to-do like all the other 
church folk.” Dr. Dixon told him the 
Lord had use for him and the churches 
and preachers had more use for him than 
he thought. This brought the man to 
attend Dixon’s church. He was con- 
verted, became a rough-and-ready evan- 
gelist, and in one small place God used 
him to lead some lads to Christ, one 
of whom was George W. Truett, a name 
now loved and honored as one of the 
greatest Baptist preachers of modern 
times. 

If A. C. Dixon had shown respect of 
persons and ignored that workingman, 
the church might never have had the 
mighty ministry of George W. Truett! 
Let Christians watch against respect of 
persons, 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


‘The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“My brethren, have not the faith ... 
with respect of persons” (Jas. 2:1).— 
How quickly and keenly the poor feel 
a slight! They seem to sense immediately 
whether or not they are welcome in a 
service. 

Jesse R. Wilson says: “One evening 
in a meeting, a young man led in prayer. 
‘O Lord Jesus,’ he said, ‘we thank Thee 
for Thy love for us. Thou didst not pass 
us by because we were poor. Thou didst 
not despise us because we were outcast. 
Thou didst not hate us because we were 
sinful. We thank Thee, Lord Jesus.’” 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
Glory, was rich, but for our sakes He 
became poor, that we through His pov- 
erty might be rich. 

All who profess faith in Him should 
“remember [not despise] the poor” (Gal. 
2:10). 


“Hath not God chosen the poor... 
rich in faith... ?” (Jas. 2:5.)—With 
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sanctified imagination, Dr. Ironside 
Pictures the scene mentioned in verses 
2 through 4. He wrote: “We can see 
with, the mind’s eye the worshipers and 
adherents gathered in the synagogue. 
Suddenly there is a commotion as the 
opening door reveals the portly form 
of a distinguished and wealthy merchant 
arrayed in costly garb, and wearing a 
gold ring on his finger. Immediately 
there is a.move in his direction by an 
attendant, or possibly one of the officials 
who ostentatiously conducts the new- 
comer to a choice pew into which he 
is ushered with every evidence of re- 
spect and appreciation, as though he 
were actually doing the assembly a 
favor by attending the service. Again 
the door is opened and there appears 
a timid-looking man of the poorest 
laboring class who looks diffidently 
about for a place where he will be hid- 
den from observation and yet be able 
to hear the prayers and the reading 
of the Scriptures. At first no one makes 
a move to accommodate him; then 
finally someone offers him a footstool] or 
rear seat, which is accepted with becom- 
ing humility on the part of the pov- 
erty-stricken brother. 

“Surely God would be displeased at 
such behavior! It would be a perfect 
revelation of the state of the hearts of 
those in attendance. Such partiality 
would show that the thoughts of those 
so behaving were evil in that they de- 
spised the poor and honored the well- 
to-do.” 

See 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 for that 
which the Holy Spirit says through the 
Apostle Paul on the same subject. 


“.. fulfil the royal law according to 
the scripture ...” (Jas. 2:8).—Love of 
one’s neighbor is the royal, the kingly, 
the majestic law. “Ye do well” when 
ye fulfill it, says James. What a satis- 
faction there is in fulfilling such a law! 

“As a very young man, I taught a 
country school in Illinois,” says James 
M. Lively. “My twenty-five pupils came 
from good homes and were mannerly 
and well behaved. Everything ran 
smoothly. 

“However, one day an energetic, neg- 
lected orphan boy came to live in the 
district. When Billy entered the school, 
trouble began. Pranks during recess 
and noon periods were the order of the 
day. He was scolded, threatened, and 
as a last resort, physically punished, but 
all to no avail. 

“At the end of an unusually trying 
day, Billy was ordered to remain. He 
sat there with glowering, defiant eyes 
on me. I bowed my head and prayed 
for help, then sat down beside the boy 
and put my arm around him. In quiet 
words, I told him that I, too, had lost 
my mother when .a little boy and that 
I was sure that both of our mothers 
would want us to be kind, obedient, and 
helpful. As we talked, Billy put his 
head down on the desk and cried as a 
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boy will. who, knowing the right, has 
done wrong and is deeply sorry. 

“From that hour, our troubles were 
at an end. Repeatedly, Billy would’ re- 
main after school and ask for the priv- 
ilege of helping to sweep the floor, 
clean ,the blackboard, or bring in the 
coal. Our biggest problem became our 
greatest asset—and understanding love 
wrought the magic change. “Love never 
faileth.” 


“Whoever shall .. . offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all” (Jas. 2:10).—Where 
is the person who is so conceited as to 
deny that he has offended in one point? 
The Law is a perfect whole—hence that 
one offense makes a person guilty of all! 

“What things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before 
God” (Rom. 3:19). ‘ 

What a delight for the guilty person 
to turn in faith to the only One who 
kept the Law perfectly, yet was made 
a curse for us, and be set free from the 
curse of a broken Law! (John 8:86.) 


Wawona, CALIF, 
ye 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as we have had our final 

talk on Psalm 15, we'll all repeat 
the Psalm together. This week we 
should review the memory card, “The 
Work of Christ,” as we’re going to have 
a contest on it next Sunday. 

Our lesson today is called “The Royal 
Law of Love.” Turn to James 2:8 to 
find out what this law is. .(“Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.”) Who 
is your neighbor? (Anyone you can 
help.) That’s a fine definition. 

Now turn to Luke 6:27-31. Christian- 
ity is the only religion in the world 
that teaches us to love our enemies, and 
at the same time gives us the power to 
do it. 

A Christian -Chinese named Tung 
lived in Manchuria many years ago. He 
was a wealthy man, with a finer home 
than his neighbors. One day a band of 
robbers came to his place and tied him 
up while they stole everything they 
could carry out of his house. The leader 
of these bandits was so mean that after 
they had taken everything they 
wanted, he had them set fire to Tung’s 
house, leaving him bound with ropes 
and gagged to watch it burn. His house 
was destroyed before he was released by 
a neighbor, but after thanking God that 
he himself was uninjured, the good man 
set to work to earn the money to build 
another home. 

Two years later Tung saw a thin, rag- 
ged man with crippled feet begging 
for money. He looked closely at him 
and knew he was not mistaken. This 
was the heartless leader of the men who 
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had stolen all he had! The robber did 
not deny it, but said, “Please don’t have 
me arrested and thrown into prison. I 
know I would soon die there. I have 
suffered terribly since that day we rob- 
bed you. My feet got so badly frostbit- 
ten that I could hardly walk, so the 
other bandits all ran away and left me. 
I can no longer reach a cave in the hills 
at night, and have to sleep along the 
roadside! I suffer all the time from 
hunger.” 

Tung said, “I am sorry for you. I will 
not make you any trouble because I am 
a Christian. I will take you to a hos- 
pital where you can be cared for prop- 
erly, and I will pay the bill.” He took 
his enemy to the Mission hospital. 
There’ the man thought over Tung’s 
kindness. As he was getting treatments 
he was also learning the Gospel. Before 
long he was soundly converted. When 
he was well enough to get out of the 
hospital, he set to work to earn an hon- 
est living and to pay Tung back as 
much as he could for what had been 
destroyed at his bidding. He also be- 
came a witness for the Lord! Tung had 
proved himself a real follower of the 
Lord. And his obedience to the royal 
law of love had won a cruel heathen 
robber to Christ, thus transformirf® him 
into a good Christian man. 

Now turn to James 2 and read verses 
1-13. I once knew a girl name Minnie 
who professed to be a Christian. But 
if she was, she must never have read 
James 2. She turned up her nose at 
every girl in school who wore shabby 
clothes. And as if that were not bad 
enough, Minnie actually seemed to be 
ashamed of her own mother, who 
worked hard and who also wore shabby 
clothes so that Minnie could have 
everything she wanted. Her mother was 
one of the kindest people I have ever 
known, and Minnie was one of the most 
selfish. Her mother did all the hard 
work, while Minnie fixed herself up and 
went out to have good times with other 
young folks. 

Minnie’s mother died suddenly when 
her daughter was still in her teens. I 
do not know what became of the girl 
after that, but I know she must have 
deeply regretted her unkindness to her 
best earthly friend. I am afraid that 
Minnie was not truly saved, but of 
course God is the only one who knows 
the heart. 

The Christian Chinese obeyed the 
royal law, even when dealing with his 
worst enemy. Minnie did not obey it 
even toward her loving mother. Re- 
member, “Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself’ applies to our parents 
and brothers and sisters, as well as to 
our schoolmates. 

How well do we obey the royal law 
of love? Are we thoughtful of our 
parents and quick to help them? Do our 
brothers and sisters know that we are 
Christians by the kindness we show to 
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them? Can our teachers and school- 
mates tell that we are Christians? Jesus 
said, “By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another” (John 13:35). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— . 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I am glad that we have 

three whole lessons in this short but 
most practical Letter of James. In this, 
the second lesson, he is telling us mainly 
how to get along happily with other 
people, and in two or three places he 
warns against a “respect of persons”’— 
in other words, give someone ‘equal 
consideration, and let it be kindly right 
from the start. Most of us have a way 
of forming a quick judgment of those 
we meet, and that judgment is often 
formed from superficial aspects, or “sur- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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face” indications. It might be their man- 
ner of dress, or expression, or maybe 
some chance remark, which causes us 
to form a wrong impression. I have 
met a number of people who repelled 
me by their manner at first, but whom 
I learned to admire when I knew. them 
better. Indeed, one of my best friends 
was just such a person. 

And don’t be too quick to judge that 
a fellow is not intelligent because he 
doesn’t “gear in” easily. Away back 
in my school days, I distinctly remem- 
ber a boy who was the butt of ridicule 
for the whole school. He was a Jew, 
the only one of that race attending the 
school. His widowed mother kept a 
millinery shop, and Israel (for that was 
his name) was her only child. The boys 
nicknamed him Gizzard and called him 
“Giz” for short. He was apparently a 
luckless, awkward kind of fellow, but 
he was studious and made good grades, 
which did not get him any popularity, 
except with the teacher. 

A fellow’s inability to gear in on the 
playground too often fixes his status 
with hiS schoolmates, and so it was 
with Giz. He wasn't allowed to team 
up, and they did not fail to gibe him 
and call him a “sheeny.” When Giz 
had leisure time in the schoolroom he 
would be drawing curious looking pat- 
terns on his slate. (We used slates in 
those days, not tablets or pads.) 

A few years later when Giz was six- 
teen and had finished at that school, 
the leading drygoods merchant of our 
town began to attract attention by his 
very unusual advertisements ih the town 
paper. Along with skillfully drawn 
dress patterns and other garments, there 
was a most amazing flow of descriptive 
language. People looked for those daily 
ads as eagerly as they looked for the 
news. To our astonishment we learned 
that Giz was both the author and the 
artist. Sometimes he would break out 
in poetry, lines of cleverness and beauty. 
He drew upon the classics in music and 
art, upon science and history, upon ro- 
mance and comedy, culling the most 
ornate and extravagant descriptive ad- 
jectives to set forth the excellence, the 
taste, the style, the utter indispensability 
of the goods that were for sale on his 
employer's shelves and counters. 

Genius like that could not remain 
hidden in a small town. Next thing 
we knew, Giz was at the head of the 
advertising department of one of New 
York’s largest department stores. At the 
age of twenty-one he could have bought 
out any store in his home town. How 
do you suppose we fellows of about the 
same age felt, trying to hold or to get 
a job at fifteen dollars a week? 

I tell you this story, fellows, because 
it is a true pattern of what sometimes 
takes place in our spiritual relationships. 
The incident at the home of Simon the 
Pharisee (Luke 7:36-50) reminded me 
of what happened to Giz. Simon the 
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host scorned this woman of the street 
who came faltering into the party, but 
determined to reach the feet of Jesus; 
and when he saw that the Lord, per- 
mitted her to pour out her precious oint- 
ment upon His feet and to wipe them 
with her hair, he sneered and said to 
himself, “This man, if he were a prophet, 
would have known who and what man- 
ner of woman this is that toucheth him: 
for she is a sinner.” But Jesus knew 
very well the thoughts of the Phari- 
see’s mind, and rebuked him soundly. 
Moreover, He showed Simon, by the 
evidence of what had just taken place, 
that this despised woman was a thou- 
sand times better than he. And to the 
woman He said, “Thy faith hath saved 
thee; go in peace.” She went out of 
there in possession of the “riches of love 
in Christ Jesus”—while Simon stewed in 
his self-righteousness and spiritual pov- 
erty. 

Fellows, be careful how you judge 
people. Don’t judge them at all; for God 
is their judge. And it is quite possible 
that some fellow alongside of you on 
the playground or in the schoolroom is 
one of God’s chosen vessels for great 
service and great honor—and even bet- 
ter still, his name is “written in heaven.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Keeping the Golden Rule 
(Luke 6:3t; 10:30-37) 


ID you make a tune for our last 
Memory Verse, “Trust in the Lord, 
and do good”? Did you practice the 
first half, “Trust in the Lord,” by over- 
coming some of your troubles instead 
of growling about them? Today we 
shall think especially of the last part, 
“Do good.” When it is a question of 
good and bad, like telling the truth or 
cheating, we know clearly what we 
should do. But when it is a case of 
being good to a person—someone who 
has been mean to us, like the “trouble” 
some of you spoke of last week—just 
how good should we be? Not be 
mean jo him, or do something extra 
good? Let us ask the Lord about His 
rule for that: “As we would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise” (Luke 6:31, Memory Verse). 
That: is the Golden Rule. Just how 
would you want to be treated if you 
were in the other fellow’s place? 
James, who was probably a half 
brother of the Lord Jesus, and so 
watched for many years how He did 
good, gives a rule he calls the King’s 
law, the royal law, for all the King’s 
family—are you in it? Did one of you 
receive a letter with that law? 


Dear Susan: If you really keep the 
King’s law as it is in the Bible [Lev. 
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19:18], “Love your neighbour as your- 
self,” you are doing right (Jas. 2:8). 
JAMES 
Slave of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Do you know the story the Lord told 
about keeping that law, the story of the 
Good Samaritan? The priest and the 
priest’s helper, the Levite, did not hurt 
the man. They did not hate him. Did 
they love him? But the Samaritan, who 
had good reason for hating the Jew as 
an enemy, did not hurt him. Did he 
love him? Did he think what he would 
like to have done to him if he lay there 
hurt, bleeding, and robbed? 

Who has a letter from James telling 
other stories about keeping those two 
rules? 


Dear Frances: Do not have faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
Glory, and then go by the looks of peo- 
ple. Suppose a person with gold rings, 
dressed in fine clothes, came into your 
class; and also a poor person in dirty 
clothes came in. You looked at the 
one wearing the fine clothes and said, 
“Sit here in a good seat.” And you said 
to the poor one, “Stand there,” or, “Sit 
on the floor at my feet.” Have you not 
made differences among yourselves? Are 
you not judges with unfair thoughts? 
Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! 
Has not God chosen those who are poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and to 
have the Kingdom He promised to those 
who love Him? But you brought shame 
on the one who was poor (Jas. 2: 1-6). 

JAMES 
Servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Dear George: What good does it do 
if someone says he has faith but does 
not do anything? Can his faith save 
him? Suppose a Christian brother or 
sister needs clothes and is without food 
for the day. One of you says to them: 
“Go on and don’t worry. Keep warm 
and have enough to eat.” But you do 
not give them the things the body needs. 
What good does it do? Just so, faith 
by itself, if it does not do anything, is 
dead (Jas. 2:14-17). 

JAMES 
Servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


So our short verse said, “Trust in the_ 


Lord, and do good.” Hum your tune 
for it this week, and remember to prac- 
tice it by keeping the Golden Rule and 
the King’s law for His royal family. 
Orono, MAINE. 
oh 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting fllustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th S8t., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Blessed Fellowship—My brethren, 

have not the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect 
of persons (Jas. 2:1, Golden Text). The 
late George C. K. Sample, long a Penn- 
sylvania Railroad freight engineer, was 
a diamond in the rough, and handled the 
King’s English very carelessly; but Mr. 
James H. McConkey, the Princeton Uni- 
versity man, who wrote messages that 
are truly classics, rarely if ever had 
fellowship with any other man such as 
he enjoyed with the soul-winning engi- 
neer.—From Howard A. Banks, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


For Display Only.—And say to the 
poor, Stand thou there (Jas. 2:3). I was 
one of several weary shoppers standing 
in a fast-growing line outside the restau- 
rant of a department store, wishing the 
lucky ones inside would hurry and re- 
linquish their places to the rest of us. 
The department in which the line 
formed happened to be the furniture 
store, and comfortable chairs and 
couches were scattered about. How in- 
viting they looked to the footsore and 
hungry shoppers! Why did we not take 
advantage of them? Because a cord was 
stretched across each one within reach, 
and a sign read: “For DispLay ONLY— Not 
To BE Usep.” I was reminded of the many 
Christians there are who keep them- 
selves uncluttered and undisturbed be- 
cause they are for display only—they 
refuse to be used. The sin-sick and 
weary find no rest in them; their church 
receives no service from them; their 
neighbors feel no warmth of Christian 
love. Smug and complacent, they take 
Christianity but never give. They are 
hearers of the Word, but not doers. What 
a disappointment they are to the wait- 
ing line of weary, hungry souls looking 
to Christianity to supply their needs! 
Perhaps, without realizing it, you have 
become this type of Christian. If so, be 
assured that it is but the work of a mo- 
ment to remove the sign. With God’s 
help you can cut the restraining cord 
and make yourself available for Chris- 
tian service. There has never been a 
greater need.—From War Cry. Sent by 
the Rev. Norman Hillyer, London, Eng. 


Courteous to Everyone—Are ye not 
then partial in yourselves, and are be- 
come judges of evil thoughts? (Jas. 2:4.) 
A Bible class teacher, much used of 
God, was trying to get across to his 
teen-age class a certain truth from God’s 
Word. He said: “If we let the Bible 
criticize our thoughts we will have the 
right attitude toward everybody, and it 
will help us act as Christians should 
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in all our dealings with our fellow men. 
Now, tell me, do you understand the 
truth I’m trying to get across?” To the 
teacher’s great encouragement a seven- 
teen year old girl said: “I think I do, 
sir. Until I knew the Lord Jesus as my 
personal Saviour I used to single out 
certain people to be nice to. In my 
thoughts certain people were more im- 
portant than others, but now I know 
that as a Christian God expects me to 
be courteous to everybody.”—Told by 
the teacher. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Dearer to God.—Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom ...? (Jas. 
2:5.) 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation; 

Vainly with gifts would His favor 
secure: 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; 

Dearer to God are the prayers of the 
poor. 

—From Reginald Heber. 

Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Sent by Grace 


Eye Catchers—and Workers.—But ye 
have despised the poor (Jas. 2:6). When 
those great ships, the Queen Mary and 
Queen Elizabeth, were launched or sailed 
down the river to the open sea, much 
of the work of those momentous events 
was done by a group of little tugboats 
that kept the ship company before and 
behind, pushing, pulling, puffing, pant- 
ing, guiding the great ships into the 
fitting-out basin or down the narrow 
channel, keeping them from the mud 
banks and guiding them safely upon 
their way. The great ships caught the 
wondering eye of the observing crowd, 
but scanty attention was given to the 
tugs that did the work. Never mind if 
your name is unpraised, your day labor 
unsung; the sky holds many a star men 
have not yet seen.—From “People With- * 
out a Name,” by John Macbeath, D.D. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Until—If ye fulfil the royal law ac- 
cording to the scripture, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well 
(Jas. 2:8). “They are all good Chris- 
tians,” declared Punch’s famous verger, 
“till you show someone else into their 
pews.”—Sent by William Ewen, Tarfside, 
Brechin, Scotland. 


One Fatal Mistake Lost All.—Who- 
soever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all (Jas. 2:10). It was the fifth game of 
the World Series of 1930. The Philadel- 
phia Athletics and the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals had each won two. Burleigh 
Grimes was on the mound for St. Louis, 
and pitched one of the gamest and brain- 
iest games of his career. For eight 
innings he mowed down the Mackians 
one after another. Only one inning 
more was left. But in that inning 
Grimes made his one mistake of the 
game. He pitched a ball shoulder high 
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over the outside corner of the plate 
to Jimmy Foxx, the Maryland mauler. 
The result was a tremendous home run 
over the left field barrier. Because of 
that one mistake in his superb pitching, 
Burleigh Grimes was the loser of all, 
and Philadelphia won the series the next 
game.—Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans, | 

ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


NCE in the long ago a man asked 

the Lord Jesus a very important 
question: “Who is my neighbor?” As 
He often did, the Lord Christ answered 
his question by telling a story that is 
very helpful to us, too, 

A certain man, the Lord Jesus ex- 
plained, was taking a journey from one 
city to another (Jerusalem to Jericho). 
The road was mountainous and danger- 
ous. Everyone, in the day that the Lord 
Jesus lived, knew that. The Jewish 
man in the Lord Jesus’ story was travel- 
ing alone. Suddenly, a band of robbers 
grabbed him. They tore off his clothes, 
keeping them for themselves; they stole 
everything that he had; they beat him 
almost to the point of death. Then, 
leaving him on the road half dead, they 
disappeared. Imagine that! 

Others came along that same road. 
Two that the Lord Jesus mentioned 
simply looked at the man and went on 
their way. But a third man, a Samari- 
tan, seeing the beaten, dying man, stop- 
ped his beast and tended to the Jew. 
First, he took out his precious bottle 
of oil. It was precious because no one 
ever traveled without it in that land. 
Oil was to protect the travelers from 
the sun. At the end of each day, or 
even during their journey when they 
became tired, they took out their olive 
oil and rubbed their sore, aching feet 
with it. (You remember, of course; that 
most everyone walked wherever they 
went. There were no buses, no trains, 
no automobiles, no airplanes. And roads 
were dirty, stony, and hard to walk on.) 
A traveler in those days could do with- 
out almost anything except his bottle (a 
gourd, usually) of oil. 

To give away his oil, was to give away 
the thing he needed and prized most. 
But that is, exactly what the Samaritan 
did! But even more amazing, he gave 
it to a Jew. In those days, Jews and 
Samaritans had no dealings with each 
other. Not only that, but in their 
churches (synagogues) the Jewish peo- 
ple revealed their hatred for the Samari- 
tans by praying that they would not 
have resurrection life. There could be 
nothing worse, in the Jew’s mind, than 
tc ‘eat the food of Samaritans. They 
would rather suffer than take their help. 
Almost every Jew wished that he would 
never even see a Samaritan. 

But in the story that the Lord Jesus 
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told, the Samaritan, knowing how he 
was hated by the Jews, stopped and 
poured his precious supply of oil on the 
beaten Jew. He bound the bleeding 
places. Though it took all of his strength 
to do so, he lifted the man and put 
him on his own donkey. ‘He held the 
man in place and guided the donkey to an 
inn. The two men stayed there together 
overnight. Then the Samaritan paid the 
innkeeper to care for the Jew as long 
as he needed care, promising to pay the 
entire bill, no matter how much it 
would be. 

When the story was ended, the man 
who had asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 
knew the answer. He knew, too, that 
it would be impossible, unless he had 
help, to serve and care for others as 
the Samaritan had done. No one can 
do that always and ever—unless he or she 
has the Lord’ Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
He, then, will help His own to do what 
He commands them to do. 

Each Wednesday when Beth was about 
your size, she received five cents. She 
received it, that is, if she had been obe- 
dient and had done all of her chores 
for the week. To get to the drugstore 
where they sold candy, Beth had to 
pass Doris’s house. Doris was poor. 
Doris was a cripple. She could not play 
with other children. She played by 
herself on the porch. She never had 
anything that she could give to others. 
But every Wednesday when Beth came 
back from the drugstore, she stopped at 
Doris’s house and gave her half of her 
candy bar. The Lord Jesus, you see, 
was helping Beth to be a little bit like 
the Good Samaritan. And He will help 
you to be like that, too, if you ask Him! 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 655) 

1. Luke and James. 

2. Practical. 

3. The Sermon on the Mount, 

4. Synagogue (Gr.). 

5. That it be not vitiated by incon- 
sistent practices (as. 2:1). 

6. Partiality—showing deference to the 
rich and despising the poor (vs. 2-4). 

7. James 2:5 echoes Matthew 5:3, and 
James 2:8 echoes Matthew 22:37-40. 

8. The royal law, the law of love (vs. 
8, 9). 

9. Only one (v. 10). 

10. Love fulfills the demands of the 
Law without the bondage of external 
impositions, and so becomes the law of 
liberty. 

E._muurst, ILL, 
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At every time, in every place, about 
every matter, if you feel heavy-laden, 
pause at once; come to Jesus and rest.— 
Hudson Taylor. 


* in the dark. 
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Children at Home 


Carol and the Storm 
By Ruth Anderson 


AROL was sitting in the living room 

at her little table coloring a pretty 
picture of the Baby Moses. Raindrops 
were splashing against, the window- 
panes. 

Mother was in the kitchen washing 
dishes. Daddy was not home. Sud- 
denly there was a bright flash of light- 
ning and a clap of thunder. Carol 
jumped up. She was very frightened, 
and ran into the _ kitchen, crying, 
“Mother, Mother.” 

Mother turned and smiled at Carol, 
“Are you afraid, dear?” she asked. 

“Aren’t you afraid, Mother?” asked 
Carol, shivering. 

“No, Carol,” answered Mother quietly. 
She put the last dish away. “Let us 
read a story, shall we?” she added. Tak- 
ing Carol’s hand she led the way into 
the living room. Together they sat down 
on the davenport. 

Mother started to read Carol’s new 
Sunday school paper. For a few min- 
utes Carol forgot about being afraid 
of the thunder and lightning. 

Then just as Mother reached the most 
interesting part of the story there was 
another bright flash of lightning and 
more thunder. Carol jumped up off the 
davenport. She caught hold of Mother’s 
hand and held on very tight. 

“Oh, Mother!” she cried in a scared 
voice. 

Then the lights went out, leaving them 


“What can we do, Mother?” she asked. 
“I wish Daddy was here.” 

“We can light some candles, Carol,” 
said Mother. “Then it will be light when 
Daddy does come home.” 

Together they walked through the 
dark rooms to the kitchen. “I’m not 
afraid now when I have hold of your 
hand, Mother,” said Carol. 

“Stand here, Carol,” said Mother. In 
a moment she had found the pretty, 
silver candleholders that Carol liked so 
much and had set them on the table. 
Then she lighted the pink candles. 

“Oh, aren’t they pretty!” squealed 
Carol. “It looks almost like a party.” 

“Shall we have a party, Carol, just 
you and I?” asked Mother. 

“Oh, yes,” cried Carol in delight. 

In a few minutes Mother had placed 
two glasses of milk, a plate of pretty 
cookies shaped like flowers, a small lace 
cover, two pretty little glass plates, and 
the ‘candles on ‘her big tray. 

Carol helped Mother set her little 
table in the living room. “Oh, Mother,” 
she cried, “it’s just beautiful.” 

While they were sitting eating, Carol 
suddenly asked, “Mother, aren’t grown- 
ups ever afraid of storms?” 
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“Sometimes answered 
Mother. 

“But why aren’t you afraid?” Carol 
asked. 

“Do you remember that you said you 
were not afraid of the dark when you 
were holding my hand?” asked Mother. 

Carol nodded. She had felt very safe. 

“Well, Carol,” Mother explained, “I 
feel safe because I believe God will take 
care of me.- It is just as if God had 
hold of my hand.” 

“Oh,” said Carol thoughtfully. 

“Even if trouble does come to us some- 
times, God helps us so we know what 
to do,” Mother went on. 

Just then the door flew open, and 
Daddy dashed in out of the rain. 

“Hi,” said Daddy. “Isn’t this rain 
wonderful?” He took off his wet coat 
and hung it up carefully, where the rain 
could drip off without hurting anything. 
“I stopped to shine my flashlight on 
Carol’s flowers,” he went on. “You 
should see them now, Carol. They 
stand so much straighter than they did 
this afternoon.” 

“Oh, I’m so glad!” cried Carol. 

Soon Daddy joined them at their little 
party table. Carol sighed in content- 
ment. “I’m glad it rained,” she said. 
“And I’m not afraid of the storm now.” 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with-each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Holy Fields: An Introduction to the 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land. 
By J. Howard Kitchen. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.50.) The author was originally an of- 
fice clerk in Melbourne, later a mis- 
sionary to China and a teacher in the 
Melbourne Bible Institute. The reading 
of George Adam Smith’s “Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land,” and his 
teaching of the geography of the Holy 
Land, gave the impetus to the writing 
of this book. The book deals with the 
main areas of the Holy Land, including 
the Jordan Valley, the coastal] plain, 
Samaria, Jerusalem, and the other ad- 
jacent areas, with a description of the 
geography and its connection with Bib- 


lical events and Biblical history. Many - 


sources used are quite old, such as 
Thomson’s, “Land and the Book,” writ- 
ten of a journey to the Holy Land 
ninety-nine years ago (p. 49), and Con- 


der’s work, which dealt with a survey 
made in the years 1872-1877. Some re- 
cent books are also drawn upon, includ- 
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ing Glueck’s “The River Jordan.” In 
merely descriptive material, old sources 
may be quite as useful as recent ones. 
Even though the book was published 
in 1955, there is no specific reference 
to the recent excavations at Jericho, be- 
ginning in 1952, the excavations at Dhi- 
ban (ancient Dibon) beginning in 1951, 
nor is Canaanite religion described in 
the light of the significant Ras Shamra 
material, which came to light beginning 
in 1930 (pp. 86, 87). The reference to the 
“Westminster Dictionary of the Bible” 
as being written from a “conservative 
point of view” (p. 154) would be ques- 
tioned in most truly conservative circles, 
In summary, this book seeks to make 
one aware that geography is a part of 
Biblical history. It is a primer for 
George Adam Smith’s monumental work 
and to that of Pére Abel (to which no 
reference was noted). 


These Are the Garments. By Charles 
W. Slemming. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $2.) Truly illuminating and heart- 
warming is this spiritual treatise linking 
together the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
high priest of the Aaronic order. Old 
and New Testament passages are beau- 
tifully woven together, the text printed 
as well as the references. The equip- 
ment and ministry of the high priest, 
and his garments “for glory and for 
beauty” are shown, in their typical sig- 
nificance, to be a foreshadowing of the 
ministry of our great Mediator and High 
Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. A full 
study is given to the meaning of the 
names and the precious stones in the 
“breastplate of judgment” worn upon the 
heart of the high priest as he ministered 
in the sanctuary. The little book is 
well illustrated. 


The Satisfaction of Christ. By Arthur 
W. Pink. (Bible Truth Depot, Swengel, 
Pa., $3.95.) A reverently careful study 
of the leading doctrines of the Gospel, 
this volume expounds and defends the 
substitutionary atonement in the light 
of the Modern departure from the truth. 
A great many Scripture passages are 
surveyed; many of the knotty problems 
are dealt-with and answered: according 
to the Scriptures. This is a book for 
the layman who wants to know more of 
the death of Christ. 


The Gospe! of the Spirit. By Samuel 
Eyles Pierce. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 

o., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50. A 
product of consecrated scholarship at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
this work is a classic in its field and 
well deserves to be in circulation again. 
Part I, “The Person and Office of the 
Holy Spirit,” deals with the personality 
of the Holy Spirit, His love to the elect, 
and the Holy Spirit in the Church. Part 
II, “The Work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Redeemed,” includes, among other topics, 
discussion of the Holy Spirit in rela- 
tion to conversion and sanctification, the 
life of the believer, the prayers of the 
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believer, death, and eternal glory. There 
is strong meat here for the nourishment 
of the reader. Scriptural and devotional, 
it is a challenging statement of truth 
concerning the Spirit of Truth. Textual 
references are supplied in surprising 
number from both the Old and New 
Testaments. Though a much smaller 
book than many works on the subject, 
because of a remarkable conciseness it 
is amazingly complete. 


The Treasury of Charles H. Spurgeon. 
Introduction by Wilbur M. Smith. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$2.50.) On one occasion, a self-appointed 
critic of art was making some rather 
caustic remarks about certain great mas- 
terpieces before him, as he darted from 
picture to picture in a famous gallery. 
The attendant stood the remarks as long 
as he could and then said, “These pic- 
tures have proved their worth. You are 
the one who is now on trial.” It is so 
with the writings of Charles H. Spur- 
geon. The worth of this great servant 
of God and the doctrines that he 
preached have been proved again and 
again. As we Christian workers come 
to the many-volumed record of that 
work, we are put on trial. Let him test 
your view of the great fundamentals: 
the deity of Christ; the infallibility of 
the Scriptures; the atonement; the cer- 
tainty of the Resurrectiqn; the only door 
to Heaven; the expectation of His com- 
ing. Let him watch your prayer life 
and your quest for victory. This great 
preacher spoke and wrote with the as- 
surance born of the Holy Spirit. For- 
tunately most of his work has been pre- 
served in print. This volume is said to 
contain the cream of his exposition. The 
value of the volume is greatly enhanced 
by its introduction written by Dr. Wil- 
bur M. Smith. He prepared for this 
important task by reading again most 
of the significant autobiographical and 
biographical volumes of this servant of 
God. Some have called Spurgeon “the 
last of the Puritans.” Certain it is that 
he still has much to say to the gener- 
ations to come. 


There Is No End. By R. Dean Good- 
win. (Friendship Press, 257 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10; $2.50, cloth; $1.25, paper.) 
A reporter traveling across the States 
was interested in a group of cultured 
Asians on the same train. . He noted 
their questions, and suddenly saw his 
own country as a mission field. He 
would study it from that angle. Be- 
ginning with the Lower East Side in 
New York City, comes the story of the 
Rev. Joseph B. Palmer and Mariners’ 
Temple, a remarkable study in race re- 
lations. More of this chapter, “Strangers 
by the Millions,” deals with Chinese, 
Scandinavians, and other peoples on 
America’s waterfront. Another chapter 
deals with life among the mountaineers, 
and also the truly blessed story of the 
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Rev. Jeanie Sherman of Timber Lake, 
S. Dak., winning for the Lord Jesus Christ 
the children and youth of a vast un- 
churched area. The school and college 
situation between Negroes and whites is 
discussed at considerable length in “To- 
gether and Equal.” The closing chapter, 
“When Home Is a Trailer,” gives a chal- 
lenging picture of America on. wheels, 
and something that is missed thereby. 
While the whole book deals more ex- 
pressly with the social aspects of life, it 
is refreshing to find in a work of this 
kind a clear and unmistakable testi- 
mony to the truly Christian faith in 
Christ. An unusual little map of the 
United States and its original settlers is 
folded in the back of this most interest- 
ing study of “Mission Field: U.S.A.,” 
where there is no end of opportunity, and 
no end of the power of God to help. 


The Return of Jesus Christ. By René 
Pache, translated by William S. LaSor. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $4.95.) The 
main themes of prophecy up to the end 
of the Millennium are treated with con- 
siderable fullness from the viewpoint of 
an Evangelical. These main themes are: 
the time of Christ’s return, the Rapture, 
the world and Israel at the return, the 
appearance itself, the Millennium, and 
the preparation for the return. Under 
these themes are subsumed Antichrist, 
false prophet, Daniel’s prophecies, and 
Tribulation, to mention just a few. The 
author deals with his subject with com- 
mendable care. His caution leads him 
on one occasion to waver on the ques- 
tion of a “split rapture.” On page 115 
and many other pages, he insists that 
all believers will be taken; while, on 
page 247, he likens some Christians to 
Noah—“preserved through the Great 
Tribulation.” The volume is full of 
Scripture quotations, most of them 
printed in full and often in translation 
by Dr. LaSor. This is commendable, but 
the reviewer has the feeling that the 
book would have made a stronger case 
if fewer passages were quoted in full 
and. more space, were given to the exe- 
gesis of crucial passages. As it stands, 
however, the volume should take its 
place among the best from the view- 
point of Premillennialism. 


Bob Shuler Met These on the Trail. 
By R. P. (Bob) Shuler, D.D. LL.D. 
(Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Ill., $2.25.) The author, sometimes known 
as “Fighting Bob” Shuler, after more 
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than fifty-five years in the Methodist 
ministry, takes time out to look back 
over the trail. He says: “Meeting and 
knowing and loving folks has made life 
an interesting journey.” And no one 
can doubt it, who reads this fascinating 
collection of forty-two real-life stories 
of men who knew and served the Lord, 
some through test and difficulty, high 
and lowly estate. Five worthy women 
are also jncluded. The sketches are 
warm and personal, brief, but complete 
enough to be satisfying, written in vivid, 
almost racy, English that catches the 
imagination and grips the heart. There 
are touches of delightful humor, some 
of pathos, and many of the life stories 
are unforgettable sermons. Most of these 
persons have passed on to Glory, but 
some are among the living great Chris- 
tians of today. Glimpses are given of 
the valiant fight that the author, with 
others, has waged against the liquor 
traffic and other vices, and against Mod- 
ernism. 


The 7 Deadly Sins. By Billy Graham. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.) These sermons are just 
what might be expected from a man 
who has been so signally used of God 
in our day. Taking as his starting point 
those transgressions that theologians of 
another day declared to be the-.basic, 
elemental sins, Dr. Graham treats them 
in their modern context, and brings to 
bear upon them the clear teaching of 
the Word of God, both as to their dead- 
liness, and as to the one sure way of 
escape from them. The emphasis here 
is on the awfulness of sin, and its prev- 
alence among men today. God has hon- 
ored the ministry of this servant of His 
because he has not been afraid to re- 
mind men of their separation from God 
and of their certain doom if they con- 
tinue in their transgressions. Yet, while 
the stress in these messages is a somber 
one, it is in no sense negative. ‘Always 
the glorious salvation that God offers 
from any and all sin is presented, and 
the warmth of the evangelist’s appeal is 
felt even in the written form of these 
messages. 


After Midnight. By Paul B. Smith, 
B.A., F.R.G.S. (Marshall, Morgan & 
Scott, London, E.C. 4; 6/, net. May also 
be had from the Peoples Press, 100 
Bloor East, Toronto, Can., $1.) “Of mak- 
ing many books there is no end.” This 
statement is a million times more evi- 
dent than when Solomon made it. This 
“weariness of the flesh” is especially to 
be noted in regard to books of sermons. 
But here is a volume of sermons that is 
delightfully different. The author is the 
son of the world-famous evangelist and 
missionary statesman, Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith. The son has traveled widely 
and has observed the need of all classes 
for the Gospel of grace. These messages 
have led hundreds to Christ in. Canada, 
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the United States, and the islands of the 
sea. Many others have been built up 
in the faith, The Foreword is by Dr. 
Torrey M. Johnson, and the Introduc- 
tion is by J. Edwin Orr. As you read 
messages bearing the striking titles 
“After Midnight,” “Why Worry About 
Hell?” “The Intelligent Fool,” and others, 
you will find yourself thinking, “I would 
like to preach like that.” 


Illustration Round Table 
Contributor Called Home 


ANY readers of “The Illustration 

Round Table” in TxHe Sunpay 
Scnoot Trmes lesson helps will remem- 
ber the name of Mrs. B. G. Dowen as 
that of a frequent contributor. For 
more than sixty years Mrs. Dowen sent 
in illustrations on the International Uni- 
form Lesson verses, and many of them 
were published in the paper. 

A note from her daughter, Mrs. B, G. 
Booth, informs us that Mrs. Dowen 
went Home to be with her Lord in June. 
Her ministry was a quiet one, but none- 
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theless helpful to the many Sunday 
school teachers and workers who use 
regularly the lesson helps supplied by 
THe SuNnpDAY ScHOOL TIMEs. 


ye 
Italics in the Bible 


(Continued from second page) 


nitely expresses the exclusive character 
of His Sonship.’” Dr. Scofield”s mar- 
ginal note is, “in Son,” and Jamieson, 
Fausset & Brown agree with this inter- 
pretation, 

The words printed in italics in the 
King James Version were supplied by 
the translators where it was felt they 
were needed to make the meaning clear. 
Anyone who is fluent in more than one 
language will understand the reason for 
this, for a strictly literal translation from 
one language to another is not always 
clear and a phrase may be needed to 
give the sense of one word in the orig- 
inal. 

“Words printed in italics in the Eng- 
lish Bible are words supplied by the 
translators ‘to make sense,’” wrote Dr. 
W. L. Pettingill. “That is to say, there 
are no words in the original which are 
represented by these supplied words, 
but the translators have supplied them, 
believing them to be needed to convey 
the idea intended by the writer. They 
ought to be carefully watched, for very 
often they confuse the sense’ instead of 
clearing it.” (From “Bible Questions 
Answered,” by W. L. Pettingill, D.D.; 
Dunham Publishing Company, Findlay, 
Ohio, $4.) 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 2 


What Is a “Fair Day’s Work”? 
(Eccles, 9:10; Rom. 12:10-17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OMORROW is widely celebrated as 
Labor Day, and therefore the topic 
for this week’s meeting directs our 
thoughts toward the,Christian’s attitude 
toward work or business. Some of our 
number are undoubtedly already em- 
ployed. Others, who have recently com- 
pleted their formal education, are just 
about to enter the workaday world, It 
is important that our attitude, as Chris- 
tians, toward employment should not 
give any opportunity to unbelievers for 
just criticism or condemnation. 
ye 
While somewhat exaggerated, the story 
of a young man who was being inter- 
viewed for employment may point out 
the absurdity of one attitude toward 
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work that is all too prevalent today. 
Throughout the interview it was quite 
evident that the man’ was most con- 
cerned as to what would be his wages. 
Finally his prospective employer said: 
“You don’t have to worry about your 
wages. I’ll pay you fairly; I'll pay you 
what you’re worth.” With that the man 
drew himself up indignantly and said: 
“What I’m worth? I wouldn’t work for 
any such money!” 
we 

Now, obviously, fair and reasonable 
remuneration is to be expected for work 
faithfully and efficiently done, and there 
is nothing in the Scriptures to indicate 
that to expect this is inconsistent with a 
Christian testimony. The Lord Himself 
said, “The labourer is worthy of his hire” 
(Luke 10:7), recognizing that a fair rec- 
ompense is to be expected for faithful 
service. However, even Christians some- 
times overlook the fact that the em- 
ployer also has a right to expect a fair 
and reasonable return. 

The Christian who is seeking to honor 
and please his Lord will not be misled 
by the modern philosophy of doing just 
as little as possible, or just enough to 
get by; constantly watching other work- 
ers to make sure that they are not get- 
ting away with more than he or she. 

The Christian should not be satisfied 
to blunder along, giving inefficient serv- 
ice, just because circumstances some- 
times make it impossible for an em- 
ployer to dismiss a worker for incompe- 
tence or lack of co-operation. 

The Christian, in whatever he does, 
will do it heartily “as to the Lord, and 
not unto men” (Col. 3:23) realizing that 
whatever may be his material recom- 
pense, his real reward comes from the 
Lord and to Him must his accounting be 
given, even when it cannot always be 
demanded by his earthly employer. 


se 


While the verses assigned for this 
topic from Romans 12 refer primarily to 
the believer’s spiritual conduct, never- 
theless, there is abundant evidence from 
other Scriptures that there is ample jus- 
tification for applying the principles 
given here to earthly duties as well. 
Paul advised the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians that those who would not work 
should not be fed (2 Thess. 3:10-13). 
He warned Timothy of those who would 
not provide for their own as being de- 
niers of the faith and worse than unbe- 
lievers (1 Tim. 5:8). The Lord Jesus 
.rebuked slothfulness in service (Matt. 
25: 24-30), and the Corinthians were 
acmonished to deal honestly, not only 
with God but also with their fellow men. 
In Romans 12:10 we see the principle of 
preferring one another, or anticipating 
one another, in giving honor and respect, 
not waiting for others to show it to us 
first. In verse 11, we see the quality of 
enthusiasm or fervency (literally boil- 
ing over or bubbling over), not mere 
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stolid endurance recommended to the 
Christian worker. 
ve 
Finally, in 1 Timothy 6:1, 2 we find 
the principle that those who are work- 
ing for unbelieving employers are to 
give respect and faithful service in order 
that the name of God and Christian 
teaching shall not be evilly spoken of. 
On the other hand, those who are work- 
ing for Christian employers are not to 
take advantage of the fact that they are 
fellow brethren, but are, all the more, 
to serve zealously and loyally. 
we 
Shall we not, therefore, as followers of 
the Lord Jesus, ask Him to make us 
sensitive in this matter of our employ- 
ment relationships, trusting Him to work 
out any problems that may arise, and 
counting on Him at all times to help us 
do all that we should, and then trusting 
Him to take care of our recompense in 
His own time and in His own way? 
PHILADELPHIA, : 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 27 to September 2 
Mon.—Luke 6:27-36. Love Your Enemies. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Love your ene- 
mies, do good to them which hate you, 
bless them that curse you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you.” 
Christian love is practical. It is evi- 
denced in kindness and prayers for of- 
fenders. Forget not Christ’s prayers for 
the forgiveness of sinners, and His com- 
mand that we exercise unlimited for- 
giveness of injuries (Luke 17:4). Our 
need of His forgiveness is constant, so 
let us forgive others instantly and fully. 
You will face Christ with shame if you 
hold a grudge (Matt. 6:15). Observe 
Ephesians 4:32, and it will be well with 
you. Pray for love for everyone. 


Tues.—John 13:21-30. Love One Another. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “No man at the 
table knew for what intent he spake 
this unto him.” Love to others, as ex- 
emplified by our Lord, always is our 
safest and best course in difficult sit- 
uations. He covered Judas’ transgres- 
sions from the eyes of the majority of 
apostles. Sit at the feet of Christ and 
learn of Him how to love others. “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God.” What gracious 
meekness! Make it yours (Heb. 4:16). 
Pray for Mid-America Keswick, Chi- 
cago. 

Wed.—John 21:15-25. Do You Love Me? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lovest thou 
me?” All who offend the Lord are 
touchy. Peter was grieved when the 
Lord, against whom he had sinned so 


shamefully, asked, “Lovest thou me?” 
Remember that only confessed sins are 
forgiven sins. Peter’s penitence brought 
instant forgiveness, happiness, and bless- 
ing. Delayed confession is dangerous 
for saint and sinner (see Psas. 32 and 
51). The Lord tests professed love. Is 
yours wholehearted? Pray for Chris- 
tidn Business Men’s Committee, Chicago. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 13. Love Abides. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And now abideth 
faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity.” In this 
transient world, believers may have a 
foretaste of the abiding graces: faith, 
hope, and love—faith which links us 
with God; hope which ties us up to His 
promised blessings; but love which 
unites us with God and His people for 
time and eternity. When faith will 
blend with sight, and hope be realized 
in possession, love will never lose its 
luster, sweetness, and glory. Pray for 
more and more of God’s greatest grace— 
love. 


Fri.—Romans 8:31-39. 
The Love of Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who shall sep- 
arate us from the love of Christ?” The 
unchanging love of Christ, promised to 
all who love Him in sincerity and truth, 
is solid ground. His oath and covenant 
and blood support our wavering souls 
(1 Sam. 2:2). Believer, the love of 
Christ is unchangeable, unquenchable, 
unutterable, and unlimited. Rest in His 
love. Abide in it (John 15:10). Pray 
for the Gideons International, Chicago. 


Sat.—James 2:1-7. Show No Partiality. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Are ye not then 
partial in yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts?” Preferences 
in the Church of our Lord, on the basis 
of outward appearances, are an evil to 
be avoided. Cliquishness indicates spir- 
itual decline, for God looks not on the 
outward appearance, but on the heart. 
That which is highly esteemed among 
men is an abomination unto the Lord. 
In’some churches spiritual people never 
have a chance to work. They exemplify 
the graces of faith, patience, and long- 
suffering, but have no opportunity to 
employ God-given gifts for service. Pray 
for corrections specified by James (in 
vs. 1-7) as needed in your church. 


Sun.—James 2:18-26. : 
Faith Working Through Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Faith without 
works is dead.” Faith works by 
love. Without love, one works in un- 
belief, for the best service rendered 
without love is nothing (1 Cor. 13:3). ° 
Here is the great fundamental. Put it 
on, follow after it, abound in it fer- 
vently, and influence others to con- 
tinue in it. Let all that you think 
of others, and say, and do, be 
prompted by Christian love. Pray for 
the revival of Christian love in the 
churches. 





